TEACHERS’ GUIDE

Halloween
Hustle
SUGGESTED GRADE LEVEL: K - 2 nd

Watch Joel McHale read this
story at storylineonline.net.

ABOUT THIS STORY

SYNOPSIS
In the dark, a funky beat. Something white with bony feet.
Skeleton dancing up the street, Doing the Halloween Hustle.
Skeleton is dancing his way to a Halloween party but as he
grooves across town, he keeps stumbling, tumbling, and
falling apart! Can Skeleton stay in one piece long enough to
make it to the party?

THEMES IN THE STORY
•

Perseverance

•

Friendship

•

Rhythm

•

Rhyme

Written by: Charlotte Gunnufson
Illustrated by: Kevan J. Atteberry
Published by: Two Lions, an imprint of
Amazon Publishing
Read by: Joel McHale
Suggested grade level: K - 2nd
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READING AND WRITING

ELA COMMON CORE STANDARD
Reading Literature: Students read and respond to works of literature with emphasis
on comprehension, making connections among ideas and between texts with focus
on textual evidence.
Standards listed below are for 1st grade but can be adapted to kindergarten or 2nd
grade standards.

BEFORE VIEWING
Standards: CCSS.SL.1.1
Objective: Tap prior knowledge and build background through class discussion, in
order to prepare for reading of the story.
Procedure: Build background for students:
1. Discuss Halloween and the monsters associated with the holiday.
2. Ask: What do you know about a skeleton?
3. Ask: What does the word “hustle” mean? Explain to students that The Hustle is
also the name of a dance from the 1970’s.
4. Optional: Play the song Do the Hustle by Van McCoy or show a video of the dance.
5. Introduce the book, Halloween Hustle, and ask for predictions on what the book
might be about. Focus on the picture, the title, and what was discussed about the
word “hustle.”

DURING VIEWING
Reading Focus: Rhyming, making predictions and connections
Standards: CCSS.SL.1.2
Objective: Students will listen to the story and answer teacher posed questions
appropriately.
Rhyme: Point out that the story is written in rhyme. Stop periodically to acknowledge
rhyming words in the story.
Make Predictions: Each time Skeleton’s bones fall apart, ask: What might happen
next? Will Skeleton make it to the party?
Make Connections: How did you feel when you were having fun and you got hurt?
What would you do if you were Skeleton and your bones fell apart? What makes
someone a good friend?
Clarify and provide support for unfamiliar words or phrases.
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READING AND WRITING

AFTER VIEWING
Reading Focus: Rhyme
Standards: CCSS.RL.1.4
Objective: Students will identify and write pairs of rhyming words.
Materials:
•

Chart paper, tape, markers and pencils

•

Pre-written Rhyming Word Cards (page 8) from the story

•

Rhyming Words worksheet (page 9)

Procedure:
1. Explain that ‘rhyme’ is when two words end with the same sound. For example,
hustle and bustle. Point out that both words have the same letters at the end.
2. Write the title, Rhyming Words, on the chart paper. Scramble and display the
Rhyming Word Cards for the students to see.
3. Hold up two of the word cards and ask the students to give a thumbs up or
thumbs down to show if the words rhyme or not. Do several examples. Tape the
matches together.
4. Ask the class to find some matching pairs from the words that are left to tape
onto the rhyming poster.
5. Use some blank cards to practice making a few pairs of rhyming words that
aren’t from the story that can also be added to the poster. Practice until you feel
confident your students are grasping the concept.
6. Put students in small groups or pairs and allow them time to complete the
Rhyming Words worksheet together.
7. Review answers as a class.

READING RESPONSE
Reading Focus: Character trait/problem-solution
Standards: CCSS.RL.1.3
Objective: Students will answer the prompt using a detail from the story to support
the response.
Reading Prompt: What word would you use to describe Skeleton for fixing his
problem? Use one detail from the text that shows how he solved his problem.
Sentence Template: Skeleton is _______________ because he fixed his problem
by __________________________________.
Example: Skeleton is smart because he fixed his problem by putting his bones back
together with rubber bands.
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READING AND WRITING

WRITING — NARRATIVE
Standards: CCSS.W.1.3
Objective: Students will write a narrative piece using grade-appropriate sentence
structure and spelling to describe how they solved a real-life problem.
Writing Prompt: Write about a time in your life when something went wrong and
what you did to get through it.
Materials:
•

Chart paper

•

Markers

•

Problem/Solution graphic organizer (page 10)

•

Paper

•

Pencil

Procedure:
1. The teacher will create a problem/solution T-Chart.
2. The class will discuss the problems Skeleton had throughout the story and
what he did to fix the problems. The teacher will add ideas on the problem/
solution chart.
3. The teacher will then explain the writing prompt to the students.
4. The teacher will give an example of their own real-life problem and solution and
add it to the T-Chart.
5. Students will each complete a Problem/Solution graphic organizer to explain
a time they had to work through a problem. Students may draw a picture to
represent or write words, depending on their level.
6. After they are finished, the students may share with a partner, the class, or
conference with the teacher.
Follow-Up Lesson: Have students add more details to their problem and solution.
Introduce sequencing words for them to include in their writing as well.
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ACROSS THE CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES

SCIENCE — SKELETAL BONES
Objective: Students will describe why bones are important to our bodies.
Materials:
•

Device to show a video

•

Chart paper

•

Markers and pencils

•

My Skeleton worksheets (pages 11-13)

Video: Search on YouTube, Your Super Skeleton!
Procedure:
1. Activate prior knowledge by asking the following questions:
• Have you or someone you know ever broken a bone? Explain.
• How does a broken bone get fixed?
• Why do you think we have bones?
• How many bones do you think we have?
2. Show students the video, Your Super Skeleton!
3. After the video is over, have the students participate in a ‘think, pair, share’ with
a partner or small group to discuss what they learned from the video.
4. Allow groups to each share one thing they learned with the class. Record ideas
on chart paper. The teacher should lead the discussion to focus on why bones
are important.
5. Students can complete the My Skeleton worksheets independently. Students
can draw or write, depending on their level.
6. Students’ work can be reviewed and displayed.

MATH & DANCE/MOVEMENT — DO THE HUSTLE
Objective: Students will follow step-by-step directions and count with the beat to
learn how to do The Hustle.
Materials:
•

Device to show a video or play music

Video: Search on YouTube, How to do the Hustle.
Procedure:
1. Explain to students that they are going to learn how to do The Hustle, just like
they saw before they read the story, Halloween Hustle, which is also the dance
that Skeleton does throughout the book.
2. Have students stand up and spread out, so they can safely move in their own
space.
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ACROSS THE CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES

MATH & DANCE/MOVEMENT — CONTINUED
3. Play the video that shows step-by-step directions for The Hustle dance. Pause
and replay as needed.
4. Directions if unable to play a video:
• 4 steps backwards - clap
• 4 steps forward - clap
• 4 step turn to the right - clap
• 4 step turn to the left - clap
• 8 count - 4 sets of the “Travolta” pointing finger up to the sky and
bringing it down
• Roll and chicken (roll forearms and then flap like a chicken)
5. Have students count out the steps and clap to the beat, “1,2,3, 4, clap”.
6. Dance and have fun!

PAGE 7 • TEACHERS’ GUIDE • HALLOWEEN HUSTLE • © 2022 SAG-AFTRA FOUNDATION

RHYMING WORD CARDS
Cut apart and have students match the rhyming words. Create a poster!

hustle
feet
sign
town
hips
stops
that
guest
door
smile
glue

bustle
street
line
down
trips
shops
cat
contest
floor
pile
new
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Name:

Date:

RHYMING WORDS
Circle the word in each box that does not rhyme with the other words.

hat
map
skip
wit
moon
word
red
happy

cat
bat
bit
mop
sap
lap
drip
drop
lip
hot
hit
sit
love
dove glove
wide
bird
heard
bed
said
rod
sappy
sloppy
nappy

Write a new word that rhymes with each given word.

jar
bike
book
boy
pen

nip
feel
new
kite
man
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Name:

Date:

NARRATIVE

PROBLEM/SOLUTION
Draw and/or write to tell about the problem in the story.

Draw and/or write to tell about how the problem was solved.
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Name:

Date:

MY SKELETON
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Name:

Date:

MY SKELETON
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Name:

Date:

MY SKELETON
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ABOUT US

ABOUT THIS GUIDE
The purpose of this guide is to enhance the ELA curriculum by providing
quality children’s literature to engage students in listening to expressive
read alouds.
Suggested story related activities are aligned with ELA Common Core
Standards.

ABOUT STORYLINE ONLINE®
The SAG-AFTRA Foundation’s Emmy®-nominated children’s literacy
program Storyline Online® streams imaginatively produced videos
featuring celebrated actors to help inspire a love of reading. Storyline
Online® receives millions of views worldwide every month.
Visit Storyline Online® at storylineonline.net to see more stories.

ABOUT THE SAG-AFTRA FOUNDATION
The SAG-AFTRA Foundation provides vital assistance and educational
programming to the professionals of SAG-AFTRA while serving the public
at large with our signature children’s literacy program.
Founded in 1985, the Foundation is a national non-profit organization
that relies solely on support from grants, corporate sponsorships, and
individual contributions to fund our programs.
Visit sagaftra.foundation to learn more.

STORYLINE ONLINE IS PRESENTED BY
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